& > 


0 1$COVBRY 
THEISME- 


= F0cntutk;. of 
With if uch Philoſo Mi cal atk Ma 


— 


= . -Deliver dna. more *refin'd | 

nner- then hicherto _ I 
Tr - ch, againſt Arbeifme., and | 3 
| ' Pphene, | F 


CT owner ,_ ! 


— 
» 


Vi 
f 'B y 6 «Perſe of £ Gly. 


ndon, Printed fot Charles Brine, at thei 
Gun, at the Weſt-end of St, Pals. 1698, | 


—_— Y a _ a 


— 


" #.: 
= =» PL 
$4 , 1% p 

©. '% ye 
i& TP - p *; 
b.- 
$- T IXSY 

- AT 


F 


1 © 


AMCIHHT 


FSJATHTADOT 


4M. br 'r>1d&qoto! {iT ghar 561 
bs ator PIdO Ithaca! 
. cru InfocitngT 55 
'b nf91 20mm £1 [25th 
211N 015d nv w5ronyM 
Dog Mm. - 3] NESS 1121 
a\nadqurl\ 


——-  — 


" ye aac X 
Qt TY\ v1 VOIR OO L_— 


Fas UPON COM oft; good 


Tu 
7 
TUES V3 RQIY 1-Ab k 


of} 3s VM. 4 \.) 1 bYwAat nov! Y, 
| | God8.umi 232 3 b097ts VA offs 3s, 


E CHIVO el 


| 


— — I——_ woe —— Cr e_—_— " 


Res T_g. . tz. tic. 


YG (4.JY 7eatiſe, amill, { 
PIR wot, 20. bus S atusfattion, 
perceive that there is delivers 
in-mote Excellent aud tefi'd 
manger ſueb , Tenents 48.;are 


genuinely appropriated to" fey 
ſublime Devotion of 1be Soul 


A 2 by 


——_— OO ——  — 


* "The Theiſt, 
by the definition of T heilm? ; , 
orm'1n divers Xs 
deniable ſtances and Proofs, | 
* that bavenot been the Subjeft 


eta. 


We: ritzen. 0N. the $ 
> of There, ev/1 the Mee 
=o tbe Sub cg UL An - Opin - 
's one, "of ubat Perſweſatn 

| bers aber 717 the 


4 

Common Flace)in every of their 
Writings, ther ditely Exbib;- 
ring the "manifeſt Perſpicntry of 
that "Dofrine as it is evil 
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tothe'Reader. 


af thoy word feom to 
bentd that ++ meer | 
\ſuperfiodltly 'Rathinate 
on the Notion and Being of -a - 
| God, (thowifbly comvry'd to 
the” Jnr W8:"by the 'fwblime 
' Cont of Providence together 
withthe many wo "Ex- 
Neweies andBeings of things 
parently Meer mtbs Com- 
paſt of the Uhiiverſe, then per- 
notes atvre rhe Deity'#n all 
thoſe *confodera'ions : *- As" if 
miryenous Objes did not ne- 
ceſſrate the: Ren and 
Devotion of the Humane Soul, 
unleſs there be.an Inadverten- 
cy and Neghgence by not Em- 
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ry Queritor - : Aid match. more. 
af a timiee diſcernment, if. by 
tbe -F abrich, of the Univerſe 
he dig:pot.conchude-ts Contex- 
ruredevinely Aqmirable : Alk 
whiok i. ſo geverty- granted, 
that it--bas 1htoalidity of 6 
proverbial Truth, on al foger, 
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| News #0 the Being. of a Db. 
ity}, .thexd0ngbt.to be 8 rewe- 
reud  iekompledgement. of tbe 
turgorlons Impars;and Muni- 
freencs\tn tbe \Canduft of Dt- 
Wane. Providence, : which in 
the Fudgiwent of the Theiſt, * 
cenſpitxouſly diſcernable in the 
Whale, 2nd every Part of the 
Univer(ſs.; qud ſo.very. apy» 
rent, that it. does. by. its con: 
fant Viſbility avert the con- 
fiderate Min from baving his 
Underſtanding diverſly- per- 
plex'd,..or envelop'd by the oh- 

ſewrity.of Traditionah ar Rec 
lad Myzathes, of -mbich. be 
es bave no ſenfible a ; 
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_ MbeTheilty 
fs may be: wor wares 2 
corv'd \by'pernſi 

where not amb the atfdabt#; 
ders of Providence a 


mbre  appticably 'Intelligible;i 
tben bas as Fet- been "obſerv'# 


in the WWizttings of others. But' 
alſo jombubings of \bigh+ con> 


cern, or-wot before "difcaver'd,\ 


| #0 beſs manifeſtly prov'd by 


Mathematical certaiity': Yes 
1 0'perforntd,- that it is made\ 
| [nr ny 5 any | 
| Reader who 1s nat experjenc'd 
m that. Science. Some.there 
are that Ipnorantly enongh un-" 
dertake to accuſe Theilme, a 
wy it oppofi'4 all Reveal: 
W __ 
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1 Warſbip:; Bhat, thadithe 
External Convidtions.of Providence 


are inſeparable from \ bis Belief, 


but this: RefleAion;: xs:-the Theilt 
apprehends; does proceed:from fuch 
who'contend more forthe Creditrof 
vhe Intricacy of their. Doftrines, or 
Metaphyſical Diſtinions, then the 
open Matives of Faith, that okght 
20 Illumingte | their :Conceptsons': 
From whehce it is very Remarkgble, 
that, Men- Bigotted by Imaginary 
Notions,.-or ac <roac 

and ſloathftd. Regard of. the meni- 
feſt Conpiftions expeſs d:by the: Al- 
mighty #4he Wonders af his Works, 
do live,".as if they diſcern'd not; or 
were ſurf cited with the contimadl 
Bleſſings that Providence, the great 
Lieatenant of the Deity, befiows, 
as Comforts to their \ Souls arid 
Bodies, by: Day _ ET; og 


them. |. 
ah, Others 
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(-Others there'«invr, 'iho ayrveiad 


with the ſt i rhe eh 


Jodging and Wh fo 
Doty:  Fet-are; ſeverely mbibrerd 
eginſt blnr;-becaaſe. he toes n0t 
teck'to his'Belirf ſuch a Catulogie 
of Articles" of "Faith, as each' of 
them profeſc.annex'd to their C reed. 
In Anſwer to-which; -the Theiſt 
dfres; them\to vereus rm that the rid 
are ſo far from-uccomod 
twixt- themſelves m_ wy 
Memner of Wo wh whe 
drwers eſſential Ee Bs $by which 
tlie depart farther "from one | 2no- 
ther. thenthey can pretend to do from 
the Doirine of Theilmc:\As is clear- 
ty preceptible in the Jew, *Mcho- 
mectan,. and'0ther pervetſe Beliefs: 
Tet all of ithent Concenter-with the 
'Theift i= the Adoration of one ſole 
God * Which exough does manifeſt 
that 4 Belief of one God is the 


moſt 
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demonſirgtive- Article of. their 
F=-y Perfmaſiges: ..As. alſo that 
thetr Diſſes a Enmaties, and 
P_ Oppo, jons, in Reference to 
Ancertaigtjes of other of uheir 

ts, 'eVen.; pt abs. Subperting 

tt wp fel, rnd: Gowgrament, 
nar ferw ded among the: bigh- 
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mities #1 Mankind; . 
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ufly —_— Theiikfeavort 
then 44 Injers. his Fein 
O Aol 213 41 D V193! 

= has; in Brief, grechere prox 
ſented, by way of Preface, ſuch 
Sentiments of the Theiſt as prepa- 
ratively Condace to the facilitating 
of the Readers Apprehenfton of the 
enſuing Work : Which is chiefly de- 
ſfign'd againſt the abſurd Impieties 
of Atheiſme, with a due Reflecii- 
&2 01: ſuch that diſregard, in Soul, 
the Miracles i the " knzphey as 
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DISCOVERY 


Of the moſt Refin'd 


-, NOTIONS and eaINGIPLES 
Of the 


'THEIST: 


As they Eſſentially Relate to that 


PER SWASION. 


HE Relivion of rhe 
_ Theifl, as che Word 
_ tnay be deriv'dfrom 

Greeh, Confiſts ih 
the ſol badlicf of one God, with 


Ay © 


all ochcr Attribures- of miracu- 
tous Being; Providence, arid Con- 


B duct, 


2) | 
tuck, Fay Nan 'be afli gn'd © 
Omnipotency. | In which gene- '*Þ' 
ral Article of Divine Belief, the 
Theift fully coficenters' with the 4 
moſt Uniyerſa] Religions of the 
- World: Buvirk che marives to 
Divine Worſhip, he confiderably 
differs from mapy of them,which' 
niay be this explain'd':* The 
Theift _ his eps of a 


5 © tt, 
$4a4cmuwc 
In AER of the "World 


- Frinrkc 
above, and below, with what- 
ſnever 1 isCgntain'd herein, which 
ſumm'dcomplears the Propoliti- 
on .of God gdemonſtrated b 
the wonders of his Works ghich 
he believes ought undeney ro 
ow. 3 the Holy reveren the 
Soul as the. moſt, vilible con- 


victions of his Creed : Or no 
other then ſo many Diyine Pro- 


poſals 
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: (3) | 
poſak nm the miraculous operati 
ons ard confiſtency of the World 
ſenfibly appretiended by the ad- 
mirable conduct of the Almigh- 
ty. It he beholds the- mitacu- 
lous:Revolution above, rogether 
wich-the riſing and ſetting of the 


+ Sun to day, he thinks it no leſs 


ſRupendious if- he: perceives his 
Glorious. Aſcent. to - mbrrow-: 
Ahd thus he-fits his belief':t6 the 


- Volume of Divine Faith'$0m- 


prehiended in the Worlds xmiver- 
al Continuatice and: Being; as 
ſo:'many Evidences of the Deny 
convey'd by Incompreheaſible 
Cauſes and Effects. -In which 
ſubmiſſion of che Soul, he cannet 


þ bur ſeperate his Holy coneempla- 


tion-and reverence from orhct 
Credermals of Worſhip that- are 
written, or adifperfs'd by the 
Hand of Man; as he that has an 

B z opent 


(4) 
open aſſurance,need not uncloſe | 
a Book to ſearch for more.; be- 
cauſe /a writing however 'credi- 
bly aſſerting the Truth of Mira» 
cles. paſt, which celebrate parti- 
cular . Worſhips, cannot 'as he 
Judgeth, be ſo-preſent with his 
Unleeſtanding, 'or his Immedi- 
ate Conviction; as what 1s pet- 
petual-to. his Apprebenfion, in 
the miraculous Conſtjtution,Pre- 
ſervgtion, and Proyidential ma- 
nagement of - the Umnyerfal 
 World,with the innumerableOb- 
jects of Admiration contain'd in 
it, that docs, as it were, diſcloſe 
to the Eyc the boſomeof Ommni- 
potence ; m which the*deyout 
preception of Man may .difcera 
dateleſs Miracles no lefs Antient 
in Being chen the total World 
becauſe always ixvident in -1t; 
Whercascontrarily,in the Judg+ 
ment 


T5) 
ment of the Theif, other Religi- 
ous Perſwaſions want not*only 


/ the like continual'manifet Can- 


victions; bur according' to the 
known Date of their Records, 
muftacknowledgethatthere was, 
for he- they can demon- 
ſtratively alledge co the contra- 
ry, innumerable Years thar pre- 


| ceeded the Revelations they af- 


ſrt; From whence may be con- 
cluded that there was unaccoun- 
table Revolutions of Time when 
they neither had Being or Belict. 
And therefore no Objection, a- 
gainſt 'the Theiſt, if he rejects 
Tenents that include a Modern 
Date ;- or not ſo Infinitely un- 
computable by Time, as - his 
own: It being impoſſible to eyi- 
dence any Conviction of the 
Soul more. Antient- than the 
World, and the Miracles it'cor- 
B 3 tains, 


5) 


Not but: the DivineBow- | 


econ ona 'd, if ſuit 
is es Uo or [mate 
uent. Worlds as. amply 
fubloguer as, this we Sp 
at being g m9 lagranon 4 £0! ſw 
mnipotent, if /pleas'd;to 
ſtow.any miraculous Mcthodin 
ordes to qur Senſe and Conyidth 


on :., But then! #his: muſt have 


becn perpetually evident, from 


thetime it, had Beginning; 1,2s f 


clearly as 1s diſcernable any ©/6- 
ther Objc& of Divine Admirati- 
on and . Reyerence within © th 


| Wn ga of the.Univerſe.... On 


conſiderations, the Theift 
conceives himſelf obliged to di- 
ſent from divers miraculous Te- 
nents..deliver'd by the Pens. of 
men, becauſe not gromunty dh 
ſcernable in the.vait Volume of 
| the We without Ny. ,INCEX- 


miſſion 


(£2) 


1 mifforrof Wondets; and Pry: 


detice conſonant to'their Divine 


" conveyance. | It being ' a Sole: 


ſciſme, in his opinion, that men 
ſhonld'recede from the day'Hi#ht- 
of Faith, to ſearch for Inviſible 
Convittion. ' Arid conſequently 
Inferrs, that' ſince there are no 
appatetit Miracles, but what arc 
contain'd in the Univerſe of Hea- 


| ven” and Earth; he ought to 


prove fromthence the devorron 
of his Faith. On which'acconnr 
he'amply receives the aſſurance 


of *Divine demonſtration by the 


Eycof his Intelle&t ; Leaving o- 
ther Creeds to atgue, from'tran- 
ſcriptions of ſpiritual Revelatt- 
ons; their Syſtems of belief 5 or 
front whence they feverally In- 
tere,' as they* rationally gather, 
tharthe-Holy Preceprs, ' of one 
or other; are to be-embrac'd by 

| B 4 chem. 
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them, ': Whereas, the: greateſt. * 


of rcligiqus -Perſwalign- are, 
_ the feds of Cuſtome 
and Education, then viſible Con- 
viektion. of any. faculty of : the 
Humane Saul.-..,._ ._ - 
Inſomuch, , chat the Theift at- 
 firms,. that a Man born blind 
may be as Intelligtbly perſwaded 
of the Doctring. at. Theiſme , 
cogether with; the devotion an- 
nexed to.it, . as if he hada ple- 


nary ſight and ,proſpect of all 


the Wonders . withit the Com- 
paſs of the Univerſe. It -nor 
being to be doubted that ſuch a 
perſon, tho without Eyes.to di- 


ſcern, . mighr by his Realon,..or 


Senſe of Feeling, not only con- 
clude.that he lives, but that hes 
alſo ſuſtain'd by. a providental 
Goodneſs and, Power, - as cer- 
tanlyas he feels within, or with- 

out 


+» 
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(9) 
out him 3 the | Effects of Hear 
Or Cold, 'aS. alſo:nouriſh'd by 
Food,,.ncither : of. : which. could 
be produc'd oricaus'd by him- 
ſclf  *And' therefore muſt ' con- 
cede that he Subſiſts by the .di- 
ſpenſation of an Exiſtence more 
excellent:then hisawn ; and con- 


ſcquently oblig'd ro; give-thanks 


devgutly of his knees for the 


' Bleſſings he receives, tho/ with- 


out Eycs to behold the particu- 
lars of Heaven and Earth, from 
whence they proceed. 

On,the contrary, ſhould this 
unfceing Man be requir'd to ad-+ 


hereto any religious Propoſal, 


that preſented no other contex- 
ture to his Senſe, then a ſtory 
told of ſupernatural Deeds and 
Revelation, which concenter'd 
with no Rational Proprictic of 


| hisBeing and Nature: He would 


doubtleſs 


+ © - 
doubtleſs Annet his bclicf 1o' the | 
Dodtrinc of Fheiſme, with whar- 
Boerne omen wth 
e fo | | 
hs perIns Fen Boreal 
os caubennt "of 
ſerced: -1n order > ka: 
pand the Fonds-on which-'ehe 
Theift:erc&ts his: Tenents ;(/ Iv will 
be nceeffary- to cohſider: theſe 
three Particulars. 


” 
ev» 


} 


tm) 


The Firſt, Ariorbe Being of 
" the Oniverſe, © 
The Second, Tending t0 the 
Conſe and 'Mamner of its 
\ Produttion, as alſo its won-. 
*derful ConduF, Order, and 
Preſervation, with ſome 


— of. the Learned 
therein. 

The Third, Including the Re- 
ligion of the Theiſt, and 
the manner of Holy Adora-. 
tion redounding from thence. 


| | 
- As to the Firſt Particular. 


"2 HE Theift does not con- 
KK -ccrnhis Imagination with 
the truce conteſts that both amuſe 


and 


(12) 


and weary Mens underftandings, } 


by theit Impoſſible determinaci- 
Wy. as they arc , Debated in 
Schools; .where ſome undertake 
to derermine that, by the Efficas 
cy.of the Divine Will; the'World 
' had-an original” Creation: from 
nothing : - Or-as others. Aſlerr, 
from'mattcr that hada precedent 
Exiftcncy, "and" afterwards di- 
ſpogd'by Ominiporency'into'the 
Figure we now behold.: Net 
ther of which opinions the Theift 
allows to be tus : It being more 
perfpicuous, | in his Judgment, 
eo believethatthe Univer, with 
all-it contains; 1sadmirable, then 
ro define by what Mcthod, or 
Means 1ts wonderful Structure 
was produc'd: Burt however it 
came to paſs, 'twas certainly ac- 
compliſh'd, without pains, by 
whatſocycer was the A > 
ng 


—., 


(Gu3).. 


= Con 


the aperation,. becauſe in every 


thing\it comprehends there is art 
calineſs of Order and Beiny 
otherwiſe there could be no one 


Individuahofanykind;but might 


be' deſtructive to another, and 
the Cauſe periſh with the Effect; 
which'would tend to a period of 
Providence. þ 
For 'tho ' it be /apparent that 
Bogics of Life, whether Ani 
mals, or:Vegctables, arc ſubject 
to alteraton-and Death as any 
of them corupt m'order: to the 
Generation of others, ' yet” no- 
thing is abſolutely:deſtroy'd, bur 
rather varied as a continual fap- 


plement. to- more. productions z 
| ſo that the Cauſe remains enrire; 


however it effects Alteration. . 
: Examplesarc obvious, in ma+ 
ny Parciculars, of | which, theſe 
are ocularly Illuftrious ; the Sun, 
| Moon 


(:14") 


Moon-and CE arc nflenicah 


Cauſes of. 1 ble Alteraci- 


ons of Bodies: beneathy'erm, yer (| 


havenochange in them{elyes, as 
they Operate-on other things. 


And thus it is very manifeſt that | 


the yaſt Bulk of the Univerſe ſab- 
ſifts by open: providenrial/ Cau- 
ſes, and theic Effects, which by 
a Sezies of humane Thought, a- 
ſcend untill the Imaginationz46 
wonder leaves"cm, asbeing not 


within us Capacity. to: procced | 
higher : And therefore, accors| 
os co the poctical, Allufion of | 


Home's Chain of Divite- Provi- 


dence, ſtupendiouſly Comuts the | 
Scals of its Cauſes, as fixt at the | 


foor of Jupiters Chait. 


If the total complexe of. the | 


* Univerſe, does admirably con- | 
vict us that it has an unconceava- Þ 


= Structure: and Bang, the 
Author 


4 « 215" 
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at a More 
i 7+ vg which by the Theif 


i. readily devored to Divine 


" Thers ncy. 

ol | C1 NO, andimey Under 
ay £5 lg £ May not 
d- y eceiyethe providential Reſales 
Effects, of Sour 
al Fawer 5 but ,not: with/ the 

- {bilicy Scern the Srati- 
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| it-is obvi- 
{| own Mb arc div 
of F es of Fcrmencary Qperari- 
40 onpad Su liſtencies apperrain- 
| ing £0 Earth, on which we 
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b whence th bo cy POGE arc 
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Which experience fully aſſures, 
it beirig 'not *m6re obſtare to 
our \Intellects, 'why ſome' parts 
of 'Farth ſhorild encloſe diversÞ* 
Materials, Mines: of Diatn6nds, 
Gold, Silver, Minerals, Streams; 
"and\ warty Depths; wii ih o- 
thers/\ are” found Quarrics/ © 
Stone; and Itmipenctrable Rocks. 
* [Nor {fs clouded: will be out 
Imagination, ſhould'-we ſearch 
on' ntains tops, and'thtayl, 
diſcover the Head of a Spriny : 
that by ſecret defſeending 'fup4: 
plies perpetually che Current” off ; 
a mighty River: Would not af 
Man think that it were as: Im} 
pothible to find'the Cauſe of thiy 
wondrous Scouree, -as . by Rex 
ſon ro-coficeve why the Boſomtf x 
of the Earth ſhotld' noririfh thef $ 
different Materials already m 
yon'd.* + Yet duely confider' 4 
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the Uſes for which they are,or- 
dad. the courſe Stone or Pee- 
_ ble differs nor in Valye from the 
pureſt Diamond, as being more 
o frequenc for uſage, tho not, in 
70 opinion, of the ſame price: So. 
variouſly has Providence provi- 
ded for our Ornam<nts and con- 
yeniencies of Life. Could the 
"Univerſe be compair'd with any 
Conception, of - the Humane 
WIE Mind ; E. mo poſt co Ima- 
"one a; World 4s prodigiouſly 
SID in Wile 5 | i 
f Parts, as'this we viſibly behold; 
FT burthit were to cxtend thought 
beyond whit is aftually Mirach- 
If lous, and therefore no Jef Ab- 
ex urd then Imppible; becauſe 
me Fe could think of nothing \ bur 
ud would haye ſorme maternal Re- 
I! 11s blance, to what was obſerv'd 
x before, within the Compaſs of 
me” E the 


(18) 
the World we Inhabit: On 
which Ground 1t may be con- 
cluded that there can be no Mi- 


racle to Senſe, either great or } 


ſmall, other then whac 1s locally 
Encompaſs'd by the Circumfe- 
rence of Heaven and Earth. 
Should a Man cndcayour, by 
any Extaſie of Thought, to con= 
template the Being of Deity, his 
Imagination . could extend no 
farther then the uſual Courſe of 
providential Operations : And 
ſhould he attempt to explain the 
| Divine Effence, he could not e- 
pag tis thought from Appre- 
ending the Corporeal Shape 
and Likenefs of ſome ObjcEt he 
had before ,obſery'd. here- 
fore, tis a prefumptioninword 
if” dehverd by them, that God 
cafi be btherwiſeunderftood then 
by his adiurd Proyidence and, 


Works. Nor ; 
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Nor is it, poflible to Ateribute 
other Definitiori to Onanipecen- 


_ ky; for cho God may denader: 


Rood to have. the utmbſt_ Per- 


| Tedtion of ſpiricual -Exiſtency, 


and what is morc, \demonſtra- 
rively ſuch, by Kh agracncake of a 
Jpiritual Nature, . or. cquivalenc ' 
$O'1t, as ſhall be evident yprovd 
in the next! Particular, :of this 
Treatiſe : \ Notwithſtanding, it 
Kems. Impoſſible to word the 
Defyution of a, Spirit, becauſe 
nothing can be. -deliver'd' by 
Speech burmauſt be the Ob; et of 
one; or mdre;of the Senſes and 
no Man wrill-averr that he can 
either ſet or feet a Spiric : It be- 
unconceryable that 1a Cor- 
cal Bye-oriScnſe ahaſberee, 
perceive any thing chat 
has not bodily parts ; oe 
"then i it may be exerted 1n ſome 
C2 <cquiyalent 
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equivalent Capacity,” as already 
exprelFo. | LD 

But-before the . firſt Grind 
Particular; of this Treatiſe,” re- 
cayes a period: The Theift would 
be underſtood that where he 
mentions" the miraculous Sru- 
| Rture'and. Contitnance of the 
total Umverſe, he does not An- 
nex a more Incffable Wonder to 
the Whole then hedoes to every 
individual Part, whether of An- 
nimal or Vegetable Subfiſtency. 
A Miracle 1s as abfolutc in Epi 
totny as in the utmoft extent of 
Bredth, Depth, and Height :- In 
ſomuch; that every «particular 
ching appertaining to Earth, ;a- 
' -bove and below ns Surface, -arc 
no leſs; ſtupendious: then the 
valtneſsof its Circumferenccand 
Bulk, (+ D093 3001 2860 
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If ask'd why theEarth isadornd 
with Flowers of a various: Cou- 
lout and Beaury, and (but the 


' Graſs and Leaycsof Treesgreen- 


ly-flouriſhing': The moſt intel- 
legent Man can give no perfect 
reaſon, no; more then if re- 
guird to prove why any one 
None appears of a comher Fi- 

ure and Complexion than ano- 
ther; If farther demanded how 
Rivers and Seas are fupply*d with 
numberleſs. Streams, that are 
maintain'd and cncreasd : He 
mult profeſs his Ignorance, be- 
cauſe unknown ta him, both 
the manner of the Operation and 
Materials by which chey were 
orginally producd. If intero- 
gated why Air 1s thiner then 
Earth or Water, or why Stars 
are brighter then Trees, or not 


obſery'd 40 augment by growth 


G3 like 


ES) | 
like:rlhewn, = cult for the kc 
Reaſon;[/anfyer as tgnorantlyas 
he didico any of the'precedent 

rondhe: NS, 


Fo tonclude, had it ipleas'd 
Omnipotency to have bettow'd 
_ rational:Underſtanding to every 
Speciesof Beings /and Lifem ute 
Regiafoiob Air and Earth'roges 
ther; (yrth: whatſoever has a'ls 
quid Exiſtence inthe Streamsand 
Oceans of i the: Univerſe : Tlie 
Fiſh, Bealt, and Plant, would: no 
lc adiure the diverſines of their 
Nature's:Proprieties, and Shapes 
thenthoſe of Man and Woman, 
or bow all of thets Subfiſt and | 
Encreaſe: in . their ſeveral kinds. 
Neither could Mankind lefs:ftw 
' pendioufly wonder how any of 
thoſe were produc'd; them”: by 
what. means the firſt Man and 
Woman had a primitye Life : 
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In wich commlceeynns the hu- 
mane Intellect is no leſs pos'd by 
the Miracle of its own Compo- 
ſure and Being, then it is by 
contemplating how the vaſt 
Structure of the World, with its 
ſumm of. Wonders, was com: 
pleated as "tis now beheld, - : 

Which prefectly demonſtrates 
that there is neither- wagis, or 


"minus, in the miraculous Act 


whereby was produc'd the total 
Univerſe, orany Indiyidial thing 
that iscontain'd by its Icommen+ 
ſurable Compaſs. | 
; From whence the Theift con- 
cludes that- Omnipotency may 
be Emphatically defin'd by the 
Miracles of its Works, ſince by 
no other Definition, or -Sylo- 
iſme, which the Schools pro- 
ide, it can be fo yilibly appre- 

bendcd. | 
C 4 And 


Wer 


And it were vain to Ingaging 


that the, ivine Power, . too In- 


finite to be comprehenged by 
any Syſtem of words, ſhould be 
by that Method, no cſs con- 
vive, to the Eye of Thought, 
then 1t 1s by ocular demonſtraty, 
on of Things manifctly Admi- 
rable : Wherefore Mankind 
on Sh co acknowledge, witht 
ligheft 


everence of the- Soul,. 


that the Efſence of Omniporen- 
cy, Imcomprchenſible by ac; 
ccnts of Speech, may be cquiva; 
lently explain'd in the ſuperlatiy 

Wonders .of the World, _ atifl 
the Works it contains. . Which 
m ſumm;' 15 the Doctrine of the 


Theift, as'ir rclatcs to a Divine 


Power and Being; 

©" But as to the Jul or Reſl- 
dence of 'the Almighty ; which 

by the Tehents'of ſome is Ima- 

Y gin'd 
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gin to be aboyctheSupreameſt - E 


of the Celeſtial Orbs, the Theift 
does not undertake to dcfine ; 
which were no.lcſs abſurd then 
to attribute to an Infinite! a 
circumſcrib'd Being, 
The Geometrician certainly 
proycs, that nothing can be ſaid 
' © have place; other then what 
p, *contain'd | by proportional 
ines within; the Compals of 
fome Figure * Whercby he. de- 
monſtrates,., that whatſocver is 
alledg'd to proportion,mult con- 
ſequently be low'd Parts, as in 
the Dimention of Alineal ſuper- 
ficics, in any kind, or ſolids, as 
the Cube, Globe, Cone, Para- 
bola, orthelike : The moſt cx- 
cellent of which cannot compre- 
hend the Figure of Deity, which 
if without Body, there is no 
poflibility of ” its reſemblance to 
any 
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ercfore the denomina- 


us, 15 t00 narrow a'Station for 


ſcription of mat: 


any local quantity muy be Pat 
mfr ly ackhowledg'd. 


Notwithſtanding it maſt be 
erarited that the opinion of Ho- 


rov'd; in appropriating to the 
fablinct Hel ji is Bur of 
Omnipbrency, is allowable, be- 
cauſe deyour contemplation the 
farther it aſcends upward has a 
more 


any jo eres Thing or Mex” 


o_ f Heaven, tho Immenſly 
a4'beyond'the higheſt of 
Bs that ſhine to wonderaboye 


che 'Prefehice- Chamber of 'the 
Dery: Becauſe the hen | 
of Place docs i rhe circling; 


fo Man canbe [0 Tldelee 25tg 


pofe.'thar there” 1s any. ſuch * 
cg: apa bodily Infinite, or that © 


ly Perfohs, .thonot ftridtly tobe 
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(5) 
more remote, 'or ineffable Ex- 
cellency; as being exalted/above 
'hings'of more maſher oe obſer- 
yance,\ thonot leſs 'Admirable , 
as has beeryprecedently Iy obferv! 
fy hogs the ſpe Toi rough 
ay ha objetts 
Jthar 1 on the'U 
Jfanding;” Rvevertt;at gg: 
{ledgmert'ef a: Supream Powet 
Ithat by its munificenice' ſupports 
| the Fabrick'6f the Univerſe, and 
Jall it c6nalns: Wherefore, -in 
now Bri to diſcernleſs or un- 
' Finown Beings, a place unknown, 
[x the Toft ſuitable Epithite 
may be terni'd the ſelect Scar of 
;" | che "Almighty. The Nature'of 
. | Men having more dead, how- 
| ever, unperecptible of whar 
| concave: they ought ftupendy 
ouſly to: beheve then tf it were 
preſent torheir Underſtandings: 
Infomuch 
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Isamuchthat could the human 
Eye ſurpaſs 1s uſual prof 
the. Sun //and: Stars; an % 
ou @a;yilible diſcoyery of; \ 
ven-far more Glorious they th 
any of the ſhining Sphere alrea G 
dy-diſcerrd,; the wongerful Oby 
jects wighn, ia ſhort;tume, be a 
regardlc{ly PETE, 'd as any of 
the ſublime. Illuminations ab. |” 
leon 'd-before-. - Fe: 
So heedlels 1 1s Man of thing! 
far requirebis perfect. Adnu-ſ 


F 

| d 
[ 

| 

! 


gm 


_ Butasto the ” ied ec of | 
Hcavenas aſublimeſome where, 
rather then place of the Bleſs'd, as 
the Schools define, withthe beau- | 
cifical Viſion of the Almighty, as | 
alſo the perpetual 6 of pi-| -- 
Qus Immorcality : * Tis a paſlible 
Opinion an, the Judgment of the 
Theift, and may not. be Incon- 

oruoully | 
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4ptuoufly ''deriv'd from expert 
"YN owe Obſervation ';/ as by the 
'Y Eye the Imagination aſcends by 
h Nmparin the different Magnt- 
J rides, Heights, and Spſendors of 
q the Moon,” Sun, Platets, and - 
Stars ;*' by which gradual Con. 
"J cemplation, or as it'were ſtep, 
"4 by ſtep, 15 apprehended a more 
F Divine and ſublime Being of che © 
, Deny. [HOT -. 0 | 3 | _ ev 
7 © The great Philoſopher, Arifto- 
YI zle, was not diſſentancous torhis 
4 Notion, when he defin'd the Ce- 
| tcſtial appearances, ſo term'd 
*F here inſtcad of Bodics, for Rea- 
fons that will ' foon follow, by - 
the Name of a fifth Efſence, as 
an extraordinary rcfin'dneſs In- 
cident to their Being and Na- 
tures, Inyariable in their Gran- 
dure and Figures without the 
lcaſt ſignification or tendency 


co 
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ul might che 2s rq 
the cnt acknowledg: 
ment of a. mote Illuſtziobs and 
Divine Exiſtence. 


. Butenoup has been ſaid rela: 
ting to the firſt Branch of thi 


Treatiſe, ' and: the Being of a 
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a The Second Parties! fen- 

"" "ding tothe Canſe aud M an- 

Sf: ner of the Worlds produtti- 
on: As alſo its wonderfed 
CondnF#, Order, and Pre- 

| ſervation 4 with ſome Opini- 
ons of the Learned therein. 


[ has been evidently ex- 


plain'd, by the precedent 
ſcuſſhons, that the Unverſc, 
withall.its ſurrounds, is diſplay'd 
as : ocularly miraculous : 
' | chercfore incumbent on humane 
© to be a diligent. Admarce 
2 | of ll; its Objccts. 5 The neglett 
' | of which cannor be enough Re- 


els ſinge. it pracecds. from 
floachful 
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7 
floathful Imprudence, or - Inad: 
vertency of 'Men, in being not 


, more propenſly diligent in devc-' 
ting the Duty of their admurati: | 


rationsasfully asthe Wonders of 
Prov} ence are obvious totheir 


more aflure their Imaginations, 


then - what niay be Admirably' 
beheld 1n the open Face of the" 
Univerſe, every minute of Life: 


Or that familiar Convictions; 


becauſe familiar, ſhould be lefs 


regarded theri {tupendious Rela- 
tions without ocular or ſenſible 
Afurance: Whereas the wonder-. 
ful continuance of Objects, and ' 


ſach are thoſe which arc perſpi- 


cuouſly numerous, and within 


the Compaſs of the World, 
ought toInduce our rot con! 
fan 


f Infomuch, that a tale: 
S. . any cxtraordinary Fact, 
= if but ſuppos'd miraculous, ſhall 


—— 
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Rant, and ſolertin Adniratzon 
as:{o many teſtimonials» of an 
Omnipotent Author. ' Norchat: 


-}- the Theift would occaſion; by 


| 


Aſſertions of this Nature; ſuch 
perplexitiesin the Soul as are ob-' 
ſcry'd in Men that would under-. 
take to diſcover Cauſes and Ef- 
fetts far obſcur'd by the Vail of 


Providence 5 or by what: me- 


+} thods of Omnipotency the Uni 


4 verſe had Original Beginning; 


The moſt peneral belief of Mc, 


-| however differing 1n other Te= 


nents, cher as they are fews, 
Chriflians, of Mabomitans, Is, that 
the total World rogether ' wich 
all it circumfcribs aboveand he- 
Jow, was by the Will and D+= 
&tate-of the Almighty: created 


Jfrom nothirig: Andchar Incor- 
|| porcal Subſtarices, defined by che 
| Schools : Anpels and Spirits had 


" D - ll 
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aconcometant prodiition with 
in the: compaſs of fix Days, \as_ 
the Scripture affirms,: with Ele 
mentary'Bodies bfinnumerable; J 
Kinds according/to [the diverſi-. 
ries of their. Scituations, Shapes, 
and manner of-Subfiftence., 7... 
But: here it muſt; be undet-: 
ſtood, that it-carinot be proper-: 
ly Imagin'd how an Infinite /Bes/ 
12g and Operator fhould' be ſaid; 
to -effe&t, | in any degrees 1 of 
Tine, iwhatſocver-was produdd 
by Omfypatent Power, becauſs| 
every Act that may-be compy-: 
ted'or humber'd itv. Tune, how- 
ſoever {wift its Accdlaration pre. 
ſuppoſethMotiotrahdComenſur 
rable Parts, which were too hea-! 
vily attributed to the Mcthod 
and Deeds of the; Almighty, 
Wherefore the expreſſions may 
rathcr paſs for a manner of ſpeak- 


wy 


A . - nh. ot oo... . SS 


<S #5 S%SfS 


' Not apprehthnd 0 


$35 ) 
Hs whereby Holy Writ 'wotile 
orc - fatnthiarly captivate hu- 
mane Cn which can- 
r think of any 

Obje& or Exiſtency, m any con- 
fideration,; ' that 1s not, / thore of 
lt6, within the Verge '6f Time 
as'it 1s judg” dby the Undefftan- 
ding. So that whete' the Text 
chumerat's Days in which the 
Univerſe was completed ; ris 
fot. meant as if God had ſet a 
rask rpon himſelf, to be finiſh'd 
many Joirtials of time; Becauſe 
the Effect of - his Ecernal Deter- 
mination could have ho tempo- 
rary Epithite ; and therefore the 
words of the Wrirxer whereby 
to deliver; i for the - benefit of 
hymane' Capacity, the Infinite 
oy and Operations we the 
tnnipotent;as temporarily pro- 
adc'd ; muſt be fo tnarnded, | be- 


< D 2 cauſe 


' 36 
cauſe impoſſible to be apprehen: 
ded in any other dale, arid 
Man the Reader. | 
Another Opinion 'the Theift 
obſerves, and much affefted by 
modern Authors ; which is, that 


there was a material World in 


Being before-it had the Date of 
Creation from the Pen of Moſes : 
Atfrtning, according to the no- 
ted Maxim, that of nothing, no- 
thing could be made ; and this 
original Mateer,tho by them ſup- 
poſs d Corporcal, had no 
compoſition till difpoſs'd by Pro- 
vidence into ſuch bodily Pro- 
portions and Forms as' are ma- 
nifeſt inthe ſupreamer and lower 
Regions of the Univerſe, In 
this Chaos of Matter; in conſe- 
quence to their Syſtem of the 
Worlds Production, - muſt undes 
niably be granted a capacitative 
Being 


a & A Ore 


Ty } 
Yeing of Incorporeal Subſtances, 
as well as thoſe that. appertain'd, 


' as they Affirm, to the bulk of 


Marter, and by the fame proceſs 
receiy'd a future perfeCtion : By 
which Concepyon of theirs they 
ſem, abſurdly to complicate 
Eternity of Matter, and Subſtan- 
cesof all Kigds, whether Corpo- 
rcal of Spiritual ; untill all of 
them were ſubſequently com- 
leated by Divine Ordination : 
t this Imagination tends not 
only to Aſſert a double Eternity, 
by allowing a perpetual Exiften- 
cy to Matter, as well as to the 
Being of an Omnipoteat Power, 


bur, alſo by affirming that all 


thaigs were previouſly diſpoſs'd, 
from ſomething, cither Corpore- 
al or Spiritual, that was Incedent 


to their precedent Capacities ; 


by,which they anncx a rempora- 
D 3 rp 
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ry Opn to the Works of | 
L's Almi Sorhat in REPO 
they al low, RO pr 
no other then a we Al 
tcration and Refinement of by- 
dily Parts,fio lefthen Subſtances, 
that were to be exaltcd to ſpirly 
cual Perfection. | From whuch 
modalirics,, or manner of prece- 
dent and fature SubſMcnces they 
derive their Tenents rclating t@ 
the Being of Ange Spirits, "of 
all degrees, Wit every thing 
that has Being in the Victble an 
Inviſible parts of the, World. 

And as their moſt Emphatical 
Argument, In reverence to huy 
mane Original, they plead tho! 
Text of Scripture, wherc it 1s Gaid, 
That God form'd Man out of Clay, 

as precedent Matter, 

But this excludes not the Cre: 


ation of that Clay fo vonderpay 
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| IyTraprefid by the Alinighty-46 


to: compleat: the Figuro:0f-Hu! 


- manity z unleſs 'they-anner per: 


to 'Marter, which: were 

double; Exernity, by aligning 
that Infinite Attribute no kefs to 
Mattcr then God; An abſurdity 
condemn'd: by the Doctrine: of 
the Theft, as already Inſtanc'd ; 
who rather heholds the-Univerſe 
as the Object ab his Admiration; 
then undettakes to affert by any 
Mcthod,' that he can contem- 
plate, the Manner of its wonder- 


- ful Exiftence ; as not poſſible, in 


his Judgment; - to concaye how 
any thing: had precedent Being 
that is not'mamifeſt in a preſent 
Cauſe. Infomuchthat he doubts 
not + _ that mo” _ 
capable - of apprehending how 
the World, ' with all the particu- 
lars it coftains, was -produc'd; 
2.3010} © W 4 there 


Ca) 


there/had not. been wanted: the + 


Inſcriptions: of -Providence, on 


whatſocver has Being; ' within its ; 


Te ern virions —_ ny 
ind might have legibly diſcern 
hows total and Pare had: the 
compleat : StruEtures, and Sub: 
ſiſtences*that are yilible ro tho 
Fye.:: 6511 + | v1 
But: ſince the whole with .ies 
wouderful Particulars are within 


the Complex of a mighty Round 


more.amazingly yalt then can 
" be Intelligently (penetrated by 


humane Senſe, or the height of 


ts Diametcr mcaſurd by any 


Scale;of Thoughts that can A+ | 


ſcend to the utmoſt Point of its 
ſupream Cauſe : By che muni- 
fence of the Omnipotent we arc 
in ſome ſort fanuliarly acquain-. 
ted with miraculous Objects tho 
pot with their quracylous {Me 

thor 2 
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| thor i And notwithſtanding that 


ſpiritual Efſences together with 


their adnur'd'Proprietics, arc not 


ſo readily defin'd, or themanner 
of their Exiſtence and Operati- 
ons, as Corporeal Beings, how- 
ever wonderful, ' that actually 
Imploy the Senſe as they- fym- 


Tpathize in bodily Temperaments, 


Parts, or Proportions, with thoſe 


of Mankind : | Yet even of theſe 


cmay have ſuchreal appreher- 
ſions as admirably Approximate 
the, otherwiſe, remote ſpecula- 


Jron or their Order, Conduct, 


and Nature. Let the Example 


'Ibe taken from the Sun, and Sears, 


which the _Theift rather deno- 
minates ſpiritual Appearances, 
vr equivalently ſuch, then any 
ther definition, given of them, 
by the greatelt Philoſopher 3 and 
be may be well allowed thart li- 
=_— berty 


C 4) : 
| berry if the.proves them /cquyts 
Ton dar refin'd Waminarions; 


Beings and: Motions; to fuch 


ftupendiousExcellandicy that can 
be no otherwiſe. comprehendad 
then: 95 they arc cflecayouſly ph 
S[UAL :; 3: 4172 c 
The Grand Philoſopher Aria; 
the, (as; quart by theac: 
cutench af his Intclled, gives :the 
Defivition- of quinteſſential Per- 
fection ta the-Celaſtial Lununas 
ries, whigh, figrafics a Fifth difte: 
rent Efſrnes from any thing ths 

had anyIngredients of the Four 
Elements. - But had:he as'accu; 
rately con{ider'd their wonderfu 
Motians-and Celerity,/ as they 
conſummate their Revolutions; 
he might have allow'd them the 
Epithuces of ſpiritual Equiyalents 
in every reſpect. . -:-: 


The 
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1 AeOrated - AXFrOnNOmErs 
can.give of the Suns diurnal Pro, 
cls, is that he excceds, fifteen 
Ailions of: Enghſb Miles in the 
four and twenty Hours; and 
conſequently, . that 1n. oge Mi; 
nute of Time his expedition 15 
ſomewhat more then': eleven 
Thouſand a Hundred and deven 
| Miles of the ſame. Agcount : 
f Which incomprehenſible ſwitt- 
1 nels ſeems liker to vaniſhing then 
ww apparent Motion, Ir being Im- 
fible for any thing that has 
us Lodily Compoſition to move 
uf with that Celirity, becauſe what, 
I ſoever has Corporeal Parts muſt 
take up ſpace , and thercfore 


BQD ST BSS5T39qT: 


nq moye by flower Degrees and 
Compuranions then inthe Exam- 
ple given of the Sung accelerati- 
- gn; Nor 6thereany Individual 
he Motion, 


—- 


C44) 


Motioti; within the Circle of the 
Univerſe, below the Orbs above, ſ 4, 


that has any competent Simili- j., 
rude to*'their admirable Move: Þ 
ments. The haſty Currents of I. 
the Occan, or wings of the Jou- I, 
deſt Winds arc (low, in their | 
utmoſt —_ and fo arc }, 
the moſtfudden flaſhes of Light- 
ning 3 ifcompar'd with one mo- 
ments Journey of the Celeſtial L 
Spheres, Þ; 
| And what is of higher Admi- | 
ration, were it fo decreed by þ 
Providence, tisas poſſible for the þ, 
Stn to fmiſh his diurnal Revo- þ,, 
lution '1n the ſame Minute of þ 
Timc, thatthe Aſtronomers al- FH, 
lot to theMiles above menrion'd, þ, 
asfor a Thought, chat is ſpirited Þ;F, 
by the Soul, to Imagine, in a $- 
moment, a Methematical Line [ 
extended from * the Eaſt point' | 


45 
tw the - Weſt of the Horri 


ZON. 2.234 
And thus may the wondrous 
Acceleration of the Sun be no 
leſs preſpicuouſly contemplated, 
then, in an Inſtant, may be per- 
ccivid any Ray of his arrive to 
the Eyc. | 
.- But ſhould any ſolid Body, 
whether little or great, be ſup- 
pogd to moye, with the {wifteſt 
agination, fromany ongPome 
pf the Compaſs to another , its 
Kimenſions of Length, Breadth, 
and Height; both in a Thiſophis | 
al and Mathematical Senſe, 
rould have local remoycs, or 
ranſition from place; to place 
Þy ſuch parts of Time, as can 
ave no comparative Proportt- 
to the Inſtance already given, 
ff the Suns momentary Celcrity, 
ken tis pollible wo parallel the 


4a. 424 
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ſtarr fl a er? to' the med}. 
ſures of bodily Motion.. © © 

©; Froth Whence it follows, that 
if the dirrnal Revolartion of the 
Sen is every particle of Time, 
miractthois { a mote then ordi- 
wary definition ought to be al 
low'd to, his Revolution and Ef- 
- ſence. + Nb one vifible Radiati: 
on of the Sith bur reſembles;' 35 
_ Rs "tf Opticks' Hllivee 
ieaF- Life: But becauſe 
5 foo ;me car be the Obje&> 
of Sight; bur as it ſeems to ha 
Cor Breadth': It has than! 
fore plca#d' Divme Providence 
ſo comfortably . ro Illumrnate 
the'-Wotld;- that every Beam 
tranſmitted by 'the'San, 15 vii 
ble with” his © Figute, tho his F 
ſence ÞFE not more unideritood; 
by aty<gtfnitive Term, then 


MirackeoFhisLightand Mono 
. 
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- On which on tie Ther 
| conceives it: gn nificant 'x& 
ff attribute, inſtead bf- other. de- 
ce} nomination,/ithe Equivalency of 
& | fpirnual /appraranees/to-che Suri 
1] and Stars, as/ſuitable ts undehii- 
| able Propricties in them, where- 
| by is fo 4 mm rear that ſpiritual 


j- remermag >. 6 be'' ſeen, ' tho 
not . under ; 'yor7 by their 

#1 Viſibility-directed, asthe hicung 
fo guides of Providenceyiiro kna- 
& gine morc:rexcellene}:Beirigs wy 
the-Suprearn Palace o6' the AV 

, = ty: BU HO! PEIITE 1] 

| ext 'ro-'the! Immenſe: pro: 
, greſ ions:of the' Stirsrand pla- 
ml nary. Qrbs: that complear 'the 
4 Twenty-four'hourly:Periods oB 
{| the Day ::(The 7heift /as fully: 
4 adnutres che ſudain verficy of: 
ng their Longitudes, Latiradcs, Ex-' 
J <tarriciucs;) \Oppuſmions . Con 
janCtions, 


ny" 
jundtiong, diret, or Retrograde, 
together}; with theit various 
Heights and Diſtances from the 


Centre of the Earths ſuperficics: } 


Todemonſtrate all which,would 
require a large” Aſtronomgal 
Synets ;roolh 1 19055; 
Wherefore the Therftannexeth 
to the diurnal; his additional 
Wonder'towhat may be uſually 
mfcrr'd from obſervation of the 
Suns Annual Motion, by which 
the vaſt Orb of Light,” and whe 
Worlds miraculous Eye, beholds 
its Brightneſs forward and back- 
ward remoy'd, ſwifter then' can 
be Inftane'd | by Thought, yet 
with no contradiction. to'Time ; 
tho without the Suns contra+ 
ditory Motwn neither the hours | 
of. the: Day or Year could be 
numberd:.;- If by his glorious. 
diurnal progreſs he fumums Mil- 


lions | 
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hohs of Degrees forward, he 
moves, .1n-the.ſame. Compaſs of 


_ Time, ſornewhat fs: then one 


Deeree.' backward towards the 
gradual finiſhing of the Eelip- 
tick Year : In which, as ſo ma- 
ny periodical Bleſſings of Pro- 
yidence, the Elementary Round 
of the Univerſe has preſervation, 
as alſo the Life, Growth, and 
Subſiſtence of its Innamerable 
Individuals. From- whence the 
Theift has reiterated affurance 
that the Sun and Stars; as to 
their undcfinable Efſence.and 
Monon, may be -term'd, (as 
before Inſerred,): ſpiritual Equi- 
yalents 3 ſince no - Corporeal 
Movementcan poſhbly perform; 
in all its-Parts, too contrary Mo- 
tions inthe ſame Inſtance of 


'Tme. 


E Bur 


VIIW 


(50) 
- But: whatſoever may be ſaid 
to have a ſpiritual Operation, 
cannot be citcumfcrib'd by place, 
or inthe Phraſe of the Schools, 
have the Epithite of prizs and 
poſterias m Motion ; wherefore 
the Miracle, not otherwiſe to 
be worded, may be, in ſome 
kind compar'd to the expanſion, 
this way, and that way, of a 
Thought, or as one. may con- 
ceive, as precedently mention'd, 
a Geometrical Line extcnded, 
to any diſtance, forward and 
backward by the ſwiftncfs of 
Imagination. And whoſoever 
would oppoſe the definition 
here given, as it relates to mo- 
tional Beings above, the 7he- 
iſt leaves him, to the Inqui- 
{tion of his Brain, to find: a 
better. | | 


In 
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- In the mean! while; *tis very 
manifeſt, thatby no Specalaior? 
of theirs they' can give any -nio- 
ininal Definition, whereby they 
might ſignificantly exrticare the 
difficultics; ' they are under, by 
endeavouring to cortipute the 
wonderful Motions above other:- 
wiſe then asthey allow Corporcal 
Subſtances to the Sun and Stars : 
Which th6 | tniraculouſly ap- 


pearing EffeCtually ſuch, becauſe 


otherwiſe Men and Ctearures 
conld hot have the benefit of 
their Ilnminations, Hear, - arid 
Influence: Yet, (for the Reaſons 
already given,) the Theiſt affirms 
that as in their Motions, and 
Opcrations, ' they are virtually 
ſpiritual; . or which is all ons 
with the Denomination; (before 


; | afſerted, ) of ſpiritual Equiva- 


kms: Notwirhſtanding, that for 
| _ <E 


SW 
the advantage: of humane per- 
ception arid Commodities . of 


Life, they. ſeem to-be corpore- } 


ally diſcernablc; |, And no'Man 
can affirms that the Omnipotent 
diſpoſer, of -the- Univerſe, with 
all its appurtenances, could not, 
by miraculous Beneyolence, con- 


ferr _ bodily' appearance on Ex- 


Mencies that, conſider'd in them- 
ſelves, were diſtitute of Viſible 
Beings. | 

Bur fince the Motjons of the 
Celeſtial Orbs muſt evidently 
relate to their Manner of Exiſt- 
ence and Eſſence, the Theift un- 
dertakes to demonſtrate the Af. 
ſertion from the moſt Erudite 


and. accurate Aſtronomical Sy- 


ſtems. he 
\ Let the Copernican Hypotheſes, 
becauſe in this Age, of greatelk 


by 


Repute, be made the Example j nt 
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(53) 
by which vs alledg'd, as the 
molt facile proof, that the Sun 
ſtands-as the looker -on, in his 


' Sphere, whilſt the Earth per- 


forms the diurnal 'and annual 
Revolution, which Ptolomy, and 
Fycho, with other learned Ob- 
ſervators, Attributed'to the Sun : 


| Tho it be well known that Co- 


pernicus derivid his Hypotheſis 
fronf Antient Pythagoras, ' who, 
Imagin'd the Earth to be a Pla- 
nct betwixt Mars and Venus, and 
ſome of his Succeſlors 
Notwithſtanding, it muſt be. 

ranted that the Briley of 
Copernicus. added fome Refine- 
ment to the Tenent of the Earths 
Motion : Yet rather taken up by 


*| him, as he apprehended it more 


aptly Coherent with Aſtrono- 
mical compurations then really 
his 'belicf : As appears by che 
Dm) Bg Dedication 


VIM 


+ 
Dedicatian.of his Works to an 
Eminent, Cardinal. 

The Figure deſcrib'd by the 
Farth,in her diurnal and annual 
Revolution, was circular, accar- 
ding to Copernicus: And herein, 
except un his Hypotheſis, he differ'd 
neither from Ptrolomy or Tycho, 
as they determin'd to the Sun 
and Stars:circular Motions, but 
Kepler, who liv'd after the Hateſt 
of theſe, appropriated to the 
Earth an Elipſical Revolution, 
whence he Imply'd that the 
Earth is of the Shape of an Elp- 
{is : Which if true of the Earths 
Figure, the ſame might be al- 
low'd to be defcrib'd by her 
Motion ; becauſe no Corporeal 


Subſtance can move, but it muſt, | 


neceflarily afſimulate its out- 
ward Form and Proportion : So 
if a-Roler be turn'd' on the 


* — 
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Ground. 
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(55) 
Ground it will Impreſs, if there 
diſcernable, its nr Re- 
preſentation; belides abundance 
of Examples that might be gr 
yen to the ſame purpoſe, 

But as for the Incommenſu- 
rable bourdary of the Uniyerſe, 
'tis doubtleſs carcular becauſe 
the moſt perfect of Figures : In 
which there 15 no point of its 
Beginning or End, it conſider d 
in 1ts ſelf ; and therefore by its 
admirable Propricty more ſuita- 
bly circumſcreb'd the World 
with all the Wonders compre- 
hended in it. 53. 

How the Earth, if fuppoſsdto, 
move can, in its total Complex, 
be properly term'd cither Glo- 
bolouſly round, ' as Copernicus 
Syſtemarically allow'd, or a Co- 
nical ſolid, in the Form of an 
Elipſis, as moſt of the late Co- 

E 4. pernicans 


056) 

pernicans Imagine; Is far from 
being Corobarated by any fen- 
fible Demonſtration : But ra- 
ther, on the contrary, occular- 
ly confuted by viewing of the 
different Scituations 1m the Earth 
of Hills, Mountaifls; Valleys, 
Rocks, Woods, Seas, Rivers, 
and the hke: Which cannot, ap- 
parcntly be circumſcribd by a- 
ny Figure that can be nam'd' 
Geometrically Regular. 

And if granted,that the Earth 


does' move, in any method they 
delineate, they produce no proof 
that it vicibly | a ſo: Inſtead 
of which they undercake to ſup- 
poſe that it may have the Moti- 
on they aſſign. to it, inſtead .of 
the Sun, and not be ſeen to 
move, according to the. noted 
Yerſe in Virgil. 


Provehimus 
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(57) 
—Provehimur portu, teraſque 
wrbeſque Recedunt. 


Yet this 1s their firmeſt Argu: 
ment whereby they would per- 
ſwade opinon, that the Eye is 
not ſo certain, in beholding the 
riſing and ſetting of the Orbs 
above, as their Doctrine. 

The main Allegation by wich 
they ſeem not only co warrant 
the Earths Motion, 1n all Capa- 
cities, Inſtead of the Sun ; but 
alſo'ro deny diurnal Revoluti- 
on, both to the fix'd Stars and 
Planets, as they only appropri; 
ate tothe Motion of the Earth, 
the twenty four Hours that tcr- - 
manate the natural Day ; 1s, that 
if diurnal Circulation be granted 
tothe. ſupream Sphere of Stars, 
they muſt expedite, according 
wo Aſtronomical compuration, 
£57 643009 


(58) 
643000 German Miles in a Mo- 
ment, or two Seconds of an 
Hour: As alſo that the Planer 
Saturn next ro them, ' in the vaſt- 
ncfs 'of his Orb: and Height, 
muſt Revolve 909 of thoſe Miles 
by the fame Meaſure and Comr 
paſs of Time. All which may 
be grantcd, tho confcficd]y won- 
dogful, if allowed to the Stars, 
As ce deſcrib'd, Motion and 
Efſence equivalently ſpiritual , 
that like the cranſxion of a mo- 
mentary Thought, ſpirited by 
the Soul, may ſurpaſs any di- 
ſtance, or meaſure of Miles that 
can be computed, as has been 
 precedently Inſtanc'd, and would 
tend to- unnecefiary Repetition 
if again mention'd. 

hercfore, ſhould any In- 
ſpecter of this Treatife ſhock at 
the Epithnee of ſpiritual Equiva- 
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(59) 
tency attributed to the admira- 
ble Expedition of the Celeſtial 
Luminaries 3 he ought to con- 
ſider that Words devisd, where 
the Subject treated on is not in it 
ſelf exaaly Incelligible, may 
have the requiſis of a Definition, 
if thereby probably open'd to 
the underſtanding,of whatſoever 
had been more obſcure with- 
our it. | 

Nor can the Importancy of 
the Authors ſuppoſition, on this 
ſublime Account, be farther tax- 
able then Aftronomical Pheno- 
menas Anticnt or Modetn, if 
wuh the likeneſs of proof, In- 
yecated by them, they compute, 
in: order to reduce within the 
Compaſs of Imaginary ;Rules, 
what had elſe bcen too bound- 


leſs tor humane Science. 


Tis 


C 60) 
| Tis not'$0: be doubted: that 

the Copernicans will be ' oppoſers 
of the manner of the Syſtem, 
«hycr'd here rclatmg/to the Ef- 
Kknce and Motions of the Stars 
@ every Denomination, by rea-: 
fon that thegroſly concerve that 
tcey; are of a Corporcal Nature 
3 well as the Earth, which they 
pave Elevated into the room of 
a Planet berwixt the Sphere - of 
Maxs and Venus, according to 
the Tencnts of Pythagoras, (as. 


—_— 


pcfore obſerv'd:): For which 
they, give no better account then 
that the Body of the Earth, rc- 
ted þy Aſtronomers at leaſt, a 
ndredand ſixty fix times leſſer 
then the appearing dimenſions of 
the Sun, may ſooner Reyolye 
a<kven Thouſand one Hundred 
and cleven of our Miles in a 
 Minuge, then the Greater Body, 
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as they call ir, of che Sun: Thi 
hard to apprehend how cirherof 
chem, in a Corporeal Senſe, afi 
expedite that Celery in the ſarne 
Portion. of ;;Time * | For . the 
Earth however diminutive; if 
compar'd with the” San, yet as 
to common Undetſtanding, and 
the Meaſute-that is allow'd its 
Compals, ; ir ſeems tob. big i & 
ny Figure; to Anſwer the Te: 
nents of the' Copernicats by the 
fwiftncſs'of its Progreflion in 4 
temporary Period fo'very ſniall: 
And astheycannor' bur acknows 
kdge the Movement wonderhiil; 
whether allotted to the Suri 9F: 
Earth, fo it may be (undeniaÞIy: 
+like, -in\ cither of -rherti'z if 
proceeding from: a rmiraciileus 
Cauſe. i: FT : 

Nor does it appear, it grair 
tcd the Theorem of the Earths 
Motibhh 


( 62) 
Motion; that: cicher C opernicus; 
or the moſt diligent of his Aſtro: 


nomical Succeſtors, have by any' 


cxactneſs in their Compurations, 


excecded ſuch as have been per- |. 


form'd by . the Prolomaick or 
or Tyconigae Mcthod y the latter 
of . which -pcrfons ſtarids at this 
Day, more renown'd'for his ac- 


curate Qbſcrvations, than any, |, 
thar can be for any orcher pre-. 


; tended, -if compar'd with hs. 
But becanfe Demotriſtration 
i5a furcer proof then tan be de- 
duc'd fromthe greateſt: Proba® 
bility of Argument: Let ir be 
granted 'thar thic Sun as well as 
the Earth; has. bodily: Parts, ac+ 
cording tb the Copernican Scnfſc; 
and Hypothefes ; as alfo: that the 
Sun isthe Center of of the Earth 4 
Or that the: Earth, as'others af- 
fitm, 15 the Center of the- Sun + 
An 
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And let both of them in' Figure, 
be acknowledg'd Circalar. 

By the Diagram, here annexd, 
"will be manifeſt, that if both of 
them be ſuppoſsd-at once to 


' move,ſuitablero theSyſtems, here 


mention'd: of bath Partics, twill 
be evident + that in any Period 
of Time they-will cqually finiſh 
one Reyolution. | 
Wherefore in this Diagram, 
fer A, B, M, C, D, Rofreſence 
diurnal Orb of the Sun ; And 
IctE, F, G, H, bc the ſuppoſs'd 
diurnal. Orb of, the Earth, and 
S$ be the common Center of 
both their Orbs : 'Twill be found 
by certain, Proportion, that. in 
the ſame Compaſs of Time., 
however vaſt the ſpace that the 
Earch can be Imagin'd to move 
trom F, co. N, in. che ' ſame 
| | Time 


Time themuch OxCAIEr Orb of. 
the 'Sun may Revolve from B 
to M. | 


" 
a 
The -Pemenflration in Words &rd 


thus. 


In Parallel Circles, as che Set 
' midiameter of one, 1s to, the 
: Semidiameter 
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Semidiameter adept, ſo 1s 
ſine, »yers'dTihe; *fubtenſe of 
| wig [Citcle; ro_the right '\ine, 
"vers "fine," fubtinfe of the o- 
a 7 Accordingto the 11 Prop. 
the 7. Book of Euclid, and 
| conſent bythe 4 of the s, for 
a8 SF: FP::SB: BK: the Tri 
Se gnt and S K'B art 
&d, the'Anglea S com- 
4 mon 4s th, and right ; d 
at Paid K, and thetefore' the 
third' val in both, as alſo the 
fitles'þ iorjal :: The ſame is 
demonſtrable of either of theio- 
ther Triangles. | 


F 


iT make all which erdenk to 
5 "et 2 fill Thread be fa- 


, 


oor" had) in the Center S: 
' ave; the other 'end of x 
wonE to /M, it ſhall as*ſoon 
tonſeto the greater ſpace BM, 

F as 


-P &Q 


as tothe leſſer, F which was 

Sei 3k BT ſarne may. [* 
be A d'of | G, in-m the ; 
Triangle S, FG, or of B C, i 9 
the "greateſt Triangle S, B, G. 
Whercfoxe the Sun may as ſoon 
Revolyc from B, to M, asithe, 
Earth can from F, to N. if ' 
both be granted -to OF. at Þ 
once by the ſame. Cauſe; And | 
whar. can be applid ro Hoch, | 
ſuppals'd to FS ports tw 
ought to be Gar wy 
the Sun as mare ſuitable. to oce [** 
cular Evidence. | 2 


Wherefore the Theift con- $4 
cluds, 'this ſecond Head, of thisY* 
Treatiſe, with demonſtzative ab EF 
ſarance that the Copernicany aref 
_ leſs Confuted as OF, wouldf* 

ginc that the Earth Sy we 
Ws Sdof the Sun, then diy, oc 


any T 


4-2} ee, be, 
| lic { concrocher Ces bam 7 
| pakary Pringiplcs _—_— al- 


; 
WMH - ( v I \ : b 2 
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I T be OY ps te ex- 
|. 'plicating tbe Faith of the 
ne eden and his Manner 


Ti FE alk Mock by the 
\. 12K —_ mo 
* WC mt 
ry Lock 1s: \Lrcaniaj; that iche _ 
; and; Effects: of : Divine 
evidence ſenſibly beheldin che 
aud |\G@onſicution:oof. the 
wycric; and all itsParts, as 
ling wndcniable dublicac 


it] (of F 2 ons 


(6) 
ons that.ought»$90Conviet the A 
Revercno&of 'theKMimane'Sc 
in:Referenceito-)the Workipe [ 
- Omaniporency ; could by-noo 
ther mcans then by pceeaieg be 


Order and: vi{tble-Deeds, - be fofltic 


_ compu icat by xlor 
preceptioh e's we 
whuichihds: vet oproley 


plain'd. 1 mn fi4A4T | 
And whoſocyer. denics thagſur 


holy Belief, rity fl 

Method, be cf: 
crted, muſt have recourſe 1 " 
fuch Relations of Duvine'Whpi 


ſhip as'cannot;” in their \Nax « 


excced moral Certaurmes; vxuhiÞcn 
Effects: 'of 3 Cuſtome "and /Evlaſe 
cation; wwhich/ih their u | 
extent;[have lefs! > TE, habu: 
1s cvidenti an the !Prodf —_ 
one: :Arbpoſition Loaf the "Eller 
——— Futlideifhnd:: rue wh 
£ "1 abſur' 4 4 


(69) 
«|abſurid to: imagine that a Man 

ſhould: be::+moarc:able.wo , 
yh Propertiegof a:Line, or ſu- 
then to Demonſtrate 
; whe comes by that:main Ar- 
ſacl, of tus Creed, the'belicf of 
WIOT. God. C. 
| - Wherefore the 7 heifl, as an 
'xnfalhble 'Mornve-to.. the -duty 
ff his Fach, has ſaperlativeaf- 
urarice :conſpicuoutly - aſſerted 
the my; ee; Conduct, 
exFacts, »and Munkhcence of the 
Wlmighty, without-ehe help of" 
| dr ſubordinate Tutor ; 
miſe theras it «13 Imcum- 
nt.on. the more aſſiduous. di- 
*nments of ſome= to remind 
hers of the pious tegard they 
meht to have to Works of 
wenrghy, {a manifeſt to e- 


'F 3 Whereas, 


x1" 


ur; Res 


% 
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(59) 
| Whereas, ather /pcrſwalions, 
together with the -unduſcerna- 
ble/motivcs, br ſappohtious De 
&rins, convey'd, :and imposd 
p by / the Intereſted. .diverſmes- of 
humane. Allowance,” make thei 
obſcure Entrance into the Soul 
of tho tea, ame their fer- 
mented oppoutions initigate Pos 
lemick es with.ſuchidread 
ful Animoſatics as pacronife War 
and Deſttattion, whereby rhey 
may juſtly -bedeent'd, inftcad 
Religions,the Incendiariesof vio- 
ence and blood : Which far 
guine .Impictices, or deſtroying 
of Liveson the accountiof cor 
teſted or uncertain Tenents;rarc 
wholly avoided by the Principles 
of the Theiſi, no leſs Impo 
to beoppos'dthen if Mcn ſhould 
deny the Bcing of the mizaew/ 
Jous World they Inhabit, w_ 
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- 
Gifts of Providerice which they 
have Eyes to behold. 


Bur. the Theif! is hor defirous 
farther to'tnlarge or apply, what 
might be faid 'on this occaſion, 
leaft he ſhould provoke Men 
of words, or ſach that with 
more Paflion then Senfe, would 
be his wrangling oppoſers. 

"If he Aﬀerins char the Uni- 
yerſe 15 the. mediate Obje&t of 
his devorion.to theOmnipotent 
he does not therefore conclude 
that rhe World was produc'd or 
Man 1n i, as if any glory, by 
either, or both, could be added 
to.God, who. is Etcrnally glori- 
fied in himſelf ; and not ar all 


by conſtituting, in a direct Inter- 


tation, the ſpecies of Man- 
ind, ſo'wickedly temper'd and 
compos'd in Body and Mind; 
2 F 4 and 


(9) 

and with that; generality , too, 
that the Rolls of. . the :Imp1- 
ous are nutnbcrkſs in, cvery 
confideration,, if compar'd with 
the few good: Infomuch, that 
ſome. have attributed the :pro- 
duction of Man to an.accidental 
aberration of Nature, in the 
Courſe of her Works 3. or her 
Ambition, by that Enormaty, 
i raiſe humane Individuals that 
ſhould be wickedly predominant 
over. themſelves and the reſt of 
her Creatures: Wherefore they 
conclude that Mankind had as 
corrupt a beginning as 'tis con- 
tinu'd in too many notorious 
Examples of Life and Death : 
As alſo that they could not be 
Creatures allow'd by the Almigh- 
ty to preſent him with the Ad- 
freſs of their praiſe or Prayer. 


To 
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. ouſly devour ; and there 


(mn) 


To which.the. Theift Replys, 
that it cannat be:denicd that the 
vaſt Troops .of. . the ;' Wicked 
abundantly ./ oycr-number _ the 
Good; Notwithſtagding, their 
facinourous Deeds aboliſh nor 
the rational Capacivics they have 
to.amend, or to beinform'd by 
the diſcreet Integrity of the better 
principled few : I chat 'ris either 
for want of diligent Inſtructors, 
or as they are not incourag'd, as 
they ous to ;be, in applying 
their aſh1duity to impreſs Divine 
Moralities 3 whereby multitudes 
might be render'd more fone 

ore not 


meerly the natural Inclinations 
and Tempers of Men that cau- 
ſeth their averſneſs from Picty 
and. Obedience, 


And 


(4) 

- And'till Rylers of People are 
ki Biciniſh'd by their Principles 
and Attions; ant triore advan- 
rageous Examples of ernineht 
Goodneſs to fach they govern, 
there will be but” ſmall progreſs 
cowards a general Redrefs'?” By 
reaſori that where Men can be 
- beneficialy countenanced- 1 be- 
ing bad, they wilt feldom Tm- 
prove, by their worldly lofs, to 
che benefit of their Souls.” 

In fine, ſhould a Man, ac- 
cording to the laſt Inſtance, think 
himſelf beholding to his blind 
expreſſion of Nature for all ; or 
what is more, be fo ungratiouſly 
thoughtlefs as in no manner of 
notion tobe thankfally accoun- 
table for his Being, or the benie- 
fits of Life enjoy dbyhim : 'Tis 
very probable that fuch a'perſon, 
if mention'd to him, that - 
mu 
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(75) 
ruſt be ſame beneign Cauſe that 
had given 'him his Intellectual 
faculties above other Animals, 
and likewiſe capacities of Mind 
to ſubjugate them, in divyers 
kinds, forhis uſe and ſubfiftance, 
would acknowledpe, by ſome 
Denomination or-Method, that 
he ought to give thanks, as well 
as- pray "that the Commodcs 
of Lift: might be comina'd to 
hit here, tho he believ'd no- 
thing of a future World : And 
therefore dereftable Inconſide- 
ratenefs in ſuch as appear neither 
Profelites to Reaſon, or Reli- 
g10n. 

Others there are, and of ac- 
cute \perception, that want mo 
diligence in obſerving the Di- 
vine Conductand Orderdiffufs'd 
throughout the Umycrſe and all 
its Particulars: Who notwith- 

| ſtanding 


=; ' wt of 


| (76) 
Randingtheir utmoſt cndcavour;: 
are at a ſtand, becauſethey J | 
that they cannot diſcern in' the! 
open face of Providence other 
then the univerſality of tempora-. 
ry lving and dying, with their; 
appurtenancies, as they relate. 
to every Individual of Life: And 
therefore conclude that Mortal 
ty is the total end of Mankind 
there being nothing, as they 
conceiye, 1n any method of Pro- 
vidence, that-givesany aſſurance ; 
of ſurviving after Death,or appa- 
rent Being of Immortality. + | 
Bur Men, of this genius, 
whilſt they imploy the inquiſitive. 
ſubrilities, of their Brain below 
themſelves, omut the Judgment 
they might receaye from ther 
Eyes intaking their proſpect > 
wards ; by which they might 
vilibly apprchend that the Sk: 
5 are 


(77) 
are. adorn'd with numberlcſs 
Stars,' that by no hamane obfer- 
vationhadeyer any altcration,or 
periods Incident - diffolncion': 
And therefore ſo many admira- 
ble Emblems of th: Immmortali- 
ty that has Being in them ; as 
by the Eſſential propnieties of 
their Nature, Figure, Continu- 
ance, and*Motion, ' 1s very ma- 
mfcſt ;- andithas been pertinent- 
hyprov d, inthe ſecond Particu- 
lar of this: Treatiſe, that a 
Thought of the Mind can _ 
ble, by: ſuddain expedition, 'the- 
ſwifcelt Acccleration'of a Star : 
And may+inot therefore the Soul 
of. Man, '''from whence ſuch 
Thought procceds, 'be as' Im-' 
eres as the brighteſt of the: 
key 1B vile coco 

ma 
che fubltnoHope tha Mankind 


RT ought 


+ . £ 
ought t9 have of endfefs Life and 


ſation of- che. Almighty there us 
Immortabey m the Lu- 
miparies of Day and: Night/; 
And why the humane Soul ſhould 


not be granted as capable of E- 


verlaſting ſubſiſtence is not to 
be difprov'd A : d | 

Too many there ate; that by 
there - infamous Canverſation 
and: Lives/ are: fo far from me- 
riting a mention inthe refin'd! 
Li of: .Inamortality, -as they 
deſerve not- to enjay' the com-: 
man” benefits. of wosldly Life: 1 
Whilft in Soul they: poſſe 
{uncomfortable a Being, tha 
by:i Reafon , of - their: Impic> 
ties, | 'tis ther utmoſt wiſh thar 
Mortality may be their Period: 
Wheretore they Judge that? tis 
no:;:latercſt; to. chew iifves to 
302150) pray, 


Perfection ; fince bythe Diſpen- 


pro, traps. et One 
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votion, to which he cancciyes be 
has, ſo. AIG ral Agave 
from the Rhys ns of Al- 
ant o ths be pa eſſcrh, 
whatſocyer ten "gd Com- 
fort in Body yh that hc 
wereguilty, of a on. Ie 
ty, "Gould he not AC noYleng 
bis thankfulnes with his « duly 
Bees 3 and the more, beca 
ly beſtow'd re, beau 
Ne Rok cncc. is 
manner of Prayer, 
the Theif athrms it ws cparably 


ANRCX 
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* ) 
annexed to [the Entireneſs, of his 
Belief and Merkd 6f Devgrion: 
which he cohceives Ganhot have 
arhorerefin'd Evidence,than that | 

pet avqids, all difpucablc 
Ebrhmitture or IMpurity from 
any Notions of Erronius Faith,or 
theit Parcels of ,Belicf complica- 
ted, ot intermix'd withthediffus'd 
 Creedsof ſome othiers : * Where- 
forte he/confider$his Perſuaſion as 
an infallible, Purity, or rcfin'd 
Nature of Belief, abſolutcly con- 
cotrimitant with the Worſhip of 
once God, palpably Reveal'd 'in 
the ſtupendions Being of "his 
Works, and the Cohdu@ .'of 
- Providerice viſible in' them; on 
which account, it 'is 'impoſfible 
to add; to ſo many Superlive 
Conyiftions 'of the Soul,” any 
parricular Article of Faith, that | * 
1s 16s manifeſt chan the —_ Y 
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of Quaaioatency + A 
oy ut-the 'toral: 
rick ob, <4 mverſe,' as: it 
comprehends. the Wonders be 

held held above. bo below. 


\ ' Anid/ 28 Dine Adchiration 
maſt: neceſſarily produceReve:; 
| | rence -frohn-the humane: Soul 5 
"Us! no (&cfs /undemably conſe- 

uent;” thatan Eternal Convitt- 
k by by /aftual Wonders; is'18 
Motive above all others; where- 
by. » Effadted) the Picty 'of :De- 
votion gonfirni'd bythe: bare- 
fac'd Myaglcs of the World, and 
uns  Unvyerfal :Providence :. : On 
which Baſis, by the acknawledgs 
meat of, tho.}heift, does confi 
tha comnion:: Place bf | his Reli- 


Bork ” has. been iprecedently 
73 1 #130 "73 
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"0 if 


- If othet Devotions have <t- 
larg'd thar Creeds beyond open 


apo 
fe&t, 1 Pro- 
rofals © Univerfally' | 
5b] Beith 
the .Progreſhon 
could. have' no. 

chey 


as 1 
veal'd to | particular Sp 
And weremove or lefs valu'd; 


by Men thardadly conlider'd he | 


i9inal Start, or ment 
ira any Perſuaſions, as the 
Authors, or firſt -Propa 
chem, were renown'd: for extra 
ordinaryi Prudence,.: Moralics 
of .Lifc, and holy Corwerſanon! 
Or fignally Celcbrared/for rai} 
culous Derdsconcciv'd robepre? 
duc'd by them ; and COLNE 

on a 

ly, by Educati Ae meary. 
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| deſcended, fo reputed, to Poſte- , 


rity. 


Inymerable Examples might 
be. given; of this 'kind, Day 


undoubred Stories of Ages paſt ; 


but nor ajore remarkably An» 
tient, 'o£/0f longer continuance 
then the; groſs, or horrible Im- 
piety; that ; Worſhipt the Al- 
_ in the Perſons of Men 
or, like to an Arithmerical Fracti- 


on of F, divided Godthip by con- 


ceiving it Infugd into humane 
Body. «| 


And'thus did nota few of the 
Antients- who attributed to he- 
roick Perſons; and famous Foun- 


ders of pious Inſtitutions and 


Precepts,, the Titles of Demy- 
gods : Notas they belicv'd chem 
ſuch; but as their Signal Exam- 

G 2 ples, 
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C94) 
ples, and Sacred Ordinations, 
could not have ſufficient Repu?” 
tayon without a ſublime Ept- 
thite : And the more pardona- 
ble in thoſe Authors, beeauſe no" 
better meancs was known''eo- 
them whereby 'Mankindimight: 
beindued to Holy Obedience! 
and the Sacred Duty that apper-' 
tainto civil Society and Govtery! 
ment. A: ni rtnicn 
Bur as the Intention might be, 
in ſome reſpects, ' pardoriable,” 
the Conſequence was highly pet- 
nitious to the Devotion an 
Peace of Men';” as one fellow or 
other, 1n ſeveral Ages” of the 
Wotld, preſumr'd to'be Inſpir'd 
with Celeſtial Dictates:: 'Or for 
more ſupreme Confirmation of 
his Doctrine attributed Divini- 
ty to himſelf ; when he obſery'd 
| that 


| _ —_ Las Ml. _— 


'.; 
that Mcn were credulous cnough 
to þclieyc him. 


But. aheſe could fignific no 0- 

ther then ſo many contriv'd Im- 
poſtorages, and . were by de- 
grecs, accardingly diſcover'd, as 
_y be obſerv'd [from Stories, 
with which the Theift does, in 
no kind, intermix Chriſtianity ; 
notwithſtanding it has not that 


 dateleG. Evidence, as to that 


Denomination, with his own: 
It being undeniable that the 
Belicf of one God was a Pri- 
mitive. Motive that had its O- 

ginal with the Being of the 
World, and therefore prece- 
dent to all ſubſequent Wor- 


ſlups. 


SI But fince the Profeſſion of 


Chriſtianity'was deliyer'd by the 
> 215, G 3 Preaching 


OOO OOO 


(86) 
Prcaching'and Writings of Ho- 
ly Perſons, who- by the fim- 
plicity of their Laves and Con- 
verſation could have no ſuch 
Indire&t Ends and Intereſts that 
might derogate from the aflu- 
rance, conceiv'd by them, of 
whatſocyer they Atteſted : The 
Theift does, no ways, - detra&b 
from the Goodneſs: of their 
Doctrine; and the rather be- 
© cauſe it has an agrecable / ex- 
cellency with the manifeſt Text 
of Devine Providence. 


For 'tis a Devine Chriſtian 
Moral, unparallel'd by other 
Perſuaſions, that good- Deads 
are to be done, for the ſake 
of Good, notwithſtanding the 
unworthineſs of the Receyer: 
So by the Condut of Provi- 


dence its Munificence is viſibly 
than at - 


( 87") 


diffus\d to all Stations of Man- 
cav'd and injoy'd by them. 


The Conſideration of which, 
together with the pious Ex- 
_ Reſignations in Spirit, 

contempt of . worldly ad- 
yantages, Eminent 1n, not a 
few, Chriſtian Profeſſors, rai- 
ſeth no ſmall deſire, in the 
Theift, that he nught Aſſociate 
with them' in ſaying Almigh- 
ty and* moſt merciful Father : 
And conſequently that in his 
Judgment, "next to the Belicf 
of one God, Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſion ought to be Embrac'd be- 
forc any other in the World. 


And thus you have a Sum- 
mary of che. moſt pertinent 
Seicnce, and Tenents applica- 
G 4 ble 


ble'to the: Doftrine of [Theiſme, 
nat [hitherto devulg'd, as al- 
ſo its Tendency to hh Iniprove- 


ment of Holy Religion and 
Practice. * (I ghringl) 
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Je E mainIntentionof this Treatiſe 
has, like the Figure of Fanzs, two 
Faces: By the ohe, of which, the Rea- 


. der may take ahackward proſpect of 
 tucb propane, Superſtitions and Wor- 
- {hips as wercJrequent in the: Traditions 


and\Writings.of -the Antients ; ſome of 
which are particularly mention in this 


' Boak-; Together with others, better 


known, then readily number'd ; yet {o 
difplay*d tha;their Errors and Abſurdi- 


Figs aretorally.render*d Inconſiſtent with 
: he{uperlative ' Conviction. which the 


ence of; the Almighty has viſibly 


Is 40VFy d ro Hymane Underſtanding, 


_Bur;ſuch has hegn the groſs Neglett, 


y—_ SuPpIauy in Men, that they have per- 


afar MOI # the:;Devotion. of their 


he artful Inſiguations 


age then ta the fin- 
Hi 2bictt | Cccre 


(-9o ) 


ecre and palpable acknowledgment that 
there is Deity from what every com- 
mon Eye may diſcern in"the vaſt Thea- 
tre of his Works that contains Innume- 
rable Scenes of manifeſt Wonders that 
could- have as ooher Aythor pop a 
Qmaiportnt: 

The other BE Part, if notthe moſt 
uſeful, was ſo to introduce Atheiſme 0 y 
the pablick Stape, that it might haye 
reprogchful and full defeat from th 
monſtrationof a God, by the DoQrine 
of the Theft ; noleſs anew Arr diſcer- 
nable then that Mankind 
ſoever is beſides in'the Compaſs of the 
Univerſe, are, by Divine appointment, 
under a - rr cn A 

Notwithſtanding ever pow 
thoſe Motives, the A4rheift to cover his 
fupine difregard of 'all ſuch conſpicuous 
and ſublime Evidences that to be 
—— Attributed to the 

» Management, and Power of 4' ei 
fied Author, ſeems to acquieſce in what 
he terms Nature ; and to which obſcure 
he coral famf is Infley, by vrging 
that whatſoever has Bring above, or 
below, have an ordinary and matural 


Sy 
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it is not for him to give 
any original Aqcount either of the Na- 
toral Being of Man, Animal, or Vege- 
table : Or when the Sun and Stars be- 
gan firſt to ſhine, for Univerſal Benefit ; 
no more then he is certainly able to tell 
what a Clock 'twas betore he was 
born. | | 
Too many there are that,” if but En- 
tertain'd with Tales of Magick, Witch- 
craft, or the devices andfeats of a Jugler, 
tho'a deſpicable Impoſter, will not dy 
incline to believe them, but heartily wi 

they might behold ſuch any Facts 
[>a which but re they deem 

pernatural Wonders. | 

. But were the ſame Perſons Interoga- 
ted, whether, by any of their Senſes, they 
as caſily were charm'd by the miracu- 
ous Conſtitution of the Univerſe and 
that 


( 92 


we 


that not a few-of them. weauld with. the | the 


common HHP reply, that 
divers Exiſtencies and Qperations, itt 
-World they-behold, appear ſupendioub 
ly wonderful, yet, as:;they, conſider 
them as things of Courſe, they-could 
not Judge tlem ſo extraordinary as the 
ought they could prove, - were never 
perform'd ; which Imbecillities, in - hs 
mane Comprehenſion,\/praceed from 
other Forid then want of Judicious Con 
ſideration,-or not being: pertinently Ip 
ſtructed; by Superiars- - | 


Should-it be demanded, by the Ree | 


der, why Texts of Holy Scripture, of 
Arguments from Venerable Writers have 
not been; mare frequently Cited then are 
to-be found.in the precedent; Book ; the 
' Anſwer, that can- maſt. properly. be gt 
ven, is;: - that: the Authors - deſign; was 
barely ta Canvitt the Atheift, by prod 
Inſerted, whereby the open Evidence 4 
Theiſme, in the Belief of one 
without other Diving Teſtimonial, or 
Article of Faith, might be aſcertain'd to 
the cleareſt Eye of the Intelle& : Not 
but all neceſ{ary Texts, of Holy Writ, 
gre thereby. effetually Imply'd, -as'is 
| no 


the 
Th 
Go. 
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no feſs- perſpicuonſly + diſcernable - from - 
the demonſtrative Party\of this Treatiſe, 
| then?if-pronotmet9 with! rhe: 'Pfa!mift, 
That tit FRtwotys" Hetlare! the gvory of 
Godl, xrhe JON ond his han- 

na yoot> = 


\Nor can " Hei, if not adurane: 
tuth; be- by any other proceſs ſo rea- ' 
dy Conritd-"A he” thiat"may pro-/ 
HisFaith tothe Belief of an 
laſs Pow Power and-Being, from-Atual 
and Viſible Miraclds that could be pro-! 
dacd no otherwiſe then by an Omnipo-" 
tent Author 5*Wilf not! ſoleaſily: devore | 
Ins Aſſene'to the rhoſt celebrated Autho- 
rity.. of any Writing; 'however' Divine it 
ouSht to be underſtood. 

'Tis reported of the Philoſopher Ari- 
ftotle, 3hofar different in Opinion from 
the obſtinacyoF rhe Antient, 'or Mo- 
devis A#bes/t, that he having/perus'd the 
Bobky' ot: Moſes,*his Judgtnent of them 
was'that they had'in them the voice of 
Gvd,- tho otherwiſe nothing was prov'd 
bytiem- - "But 'had chat great. Man of 
Science throughly conſider'd what might 
have been affirm'd ſuitabte-to what -is 
ſufficicatly ales in this won 


AA. 
pF * 


he would have.at leaſt declard for” the 
Dodrine of Theifſme, 

But ſuch. js the inveforate Impudence 
and Odium that too many, 4n our days, 
have againſi; Holy. Behet,}. of  whatio- | 
ever Denomination, that it is their Lux. 
ury. to cabal for owe and Prophane. 
neſs, as they args ie thoſe Impietics with 
their Wine and Mirth ; by which: they 
would Ln to cemhathe Titls of 
Wits, however Wic Principled,' or 
ſo fooliſhly Impious'that they real the 
Di@gates of Senſe : As-if- they had/Re 
ſolvedly "confin'd- theix, Souls to ſuch:a 
narrownefs, -of . Conception that - the 
broadeſt Miracles of: Divine Providence f 
were not” to: oPiaaty: on - \ their noe 
ſtandings. #}wh1 ' 


But *cis hop'd, "FT, ſhall LIM 
—_ any reaſonable diſeretion, to Ins 
abiliey, _ h on 

| together wit their Dos 
baucheries of Life, willbe fo far Reform'd 
as that they will oy ove themſelves bet- 
ter Subj Duties to. Heas 
__—_ Fanb, 1 tas hitherto they have 
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